
Fáilte chuig ár gcéad e-nuachtlitir! 
Welcome everyone to our school’s first e-
NUACHTLITIR (e-NEWSLETTER)!! 
 

It is hoped that you will find a range of 
options of interest to you, through (→ link)  

(a tip to refer to the main web site), eg 
 Introduction to St Patrick’s NS 
 General school information 
 School  news (diary updates, etc) 
 examples of children's work 
 PTA updates 
 Sports updates 
 Extra-curricular activities 
 Notice board 
 

We also hope that this new format will 
encourage pupils, families and friends to 
use our school web site as a way  to keep 
in touch with us here at St Patrick’s NS - 
through our ‘virtual space’!  This is a 
learning experience for us, so we would 
love to get your feedback, including sug-
gestions.  Please e-mail your comments 
to me at sntptk.ias@eircom.net. 
 
 

Le gach dea-ghuí, 

 
Eileen Jackson 
Principal 

SOME important dates for your diary... 
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October 
22/10/10  14.05 whole school  school closes normal times 
25/10 – 29/10 school closed for half-term 
 

November 
01/11/10 08.25 whole school  school reopens 

13/11/10 20.00 Greystones Golf Club St Patrickõs Masquerade Ball 
a highlight of the PTA calendar (→ link) 

December 

11/12/10 19.30 GP hall   CHRISTMAS CRACKERS!  
a show for ALL the family (→ link) 

14/12/10 11.00 school   Christmas party with Rutland NS   

  11.00 GP hall    visitors see Sixth Class Christmas play 
12.00 classrooms  class-based parties 

15/12/10 19.00 GP hall   Annual Christmas play  
      performed by Sixth Class 
      (details to follow after half-ǘŜǊƳΧύ 

23/12/10 12.00 whole school  school closes early 
24/12-09/01 school closed for Christmas holidays 

January 

10/01/11  08.25 whole school  school reopens for spring term 



Teachers  
Warmest congratulations to Sarah McAuliffe 

on the occasion of her marriage 
to Cillian Sparks in early July.  It 
was hard to believe that the 
beautiful, serene bride had 
taught with such an air of calm 

right to the end of term - not withstanding that 
her wedding was on the first Saturday of the 
holidays!  We all wish Sarah and Cillian many, 
many years of wedded bliss. 
 

We welcome Catherine Creed ôs 
from maternity leave following the 
birth of her wonderful son, Sebastian.  
Catherine is teaching Senior Infants, 
and has slipped back into her teach-
ing role with the smoothness and professional-
ism that we associate with her.   
 

Many of you will have noted that Lynne Woods 
is currently on maternity leave.  She and Gra-

ham welcomed the safe arrival of 
their gorgeous son, Cian, in early 
August.  We send very best wishes 
to the proud parents and special 
welcome their new bundle of joy.   
Lynne will be on leave until March, 
and we wish her every joy at this 
special time. 

We welcome Audrey Coe who will 
carry Lynneôs teaching responsibili-
ties for the duration of her leave.  A 
graduate of the Church of Ireland 
College of Education, Audrey was 
awarded her B Ed (Hons) degree in 

2010.  She is a wonderful teacher, who brings many 
talents to our teaching team.  Audrey has particular 
interests in Music and Dance, and we look forward 
to sharing these interests with her over the coming 
months.  In the meantime, her warm, positive per-
sonality has already been noted by many! 
 

Special Needs Assistants (SNAs)  
 

This summer, we found ourselves 
saying  goodbye to two much-
appreciated members of staff - Ana-
bel Hands and Sandra Finlay-

Mulligan, both of whom had been valued colleagues 
in their roles as SNAs in the school.   

 

Due to a decrease in pupil numbers with 
specific support needs, both of these 
posts were suppressed over the summer 
months.  Happily, both colleagues were 
appointed to SNA posts in September, 
and we wish them every happiness in their new po-
sitions - Sandra at Newtownmoutkennedy National 
School and Anabel at Alexandra College. 
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Staff news - goingsé and comings! 

NUACHTLITIR 

Parent/Teacher meetings 
Class-based meetings from Infants to Sixth Class were held at the school during September.  Introduc-
tions were made; reminders noted; issues debated; and a lot of information shared regarding expectations 
for each class during the academic year ahead - as well as some enjoyable social interaction.    
 

All meetings were well attended, especially as some parents have more than 1 or 2 children in the school, 
and obviously cannot always attend multiple meetings.   

 
As always, the PTA committee played an active role, and provided a great opportunity for parents to meet 
their representatives from the committee and those who organise the comprehensive sports programme.   
 

It is hoped that everybody found these informal meetings to be useful and informative, as well as a pleas-
ant occasion.  They are an important part of on-going home/school communication.  
 

óNEWô PARENTS!  We are keen to increase the level of interaction with parents who have joined the 
school in recent years.  It is through good home/school links that a school will develop as a strong com-
munity for all, especially benefiting the children.  If you have ideas of how to do this, please  let us know.   

Pupils represented: 

JI:  22/32 (69%) SI:  21/28 (75%) I:  16/28 (57%) II:  21/31 (68%) 

III:  21/29 (72%) IV:  16/29 (55%) V:  13/27 (48%) VI:  14/28 (50%) 

Total:  166/232 (72%) 
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Autumn greetings!    

The school yearôs programme of 
church assemblies were led by 
Fifth Class on Wednesday 20 
October, with the theme óAll 
Saintsô Dayô.  It was a 
beautiful service, with 
special compliments 
for the singing.  Spe-
cial thanks to Heather  
Jordan for all her work in prepar-
ing the service. 
 

Thank you to all families and  
friends who attend these special 
services, and to the staff who 
always put so much thought and 
work into the content including 
music, prayers, drama and re-
flections.  They are always an 
inspiration for the weeks ahead. 

Following a major campaign by 
our PTA some years ago, Wick-
low County Council appointed a 
school traffic warden to oversee 

our pupils safe crossing 
of Church Road, on their 
way to and from school. 

 

We are are very fortu-
nate to have Liz Carolan as our 
permanent warden.  She dili-
gently cares for the safety of our 
pupils.  Kathy Scott, a parent in 
our school, is the substitute war-
den.  Thank you both.  You are 
really appreciated  by us all.   
 

On behalf of the school commu-
nity, sincere condolences to Liz 
on the recent loss of her brother, 
following a long illness. 

Assembly 
A NOTE ON SAFETY:  
Concern about the poor behav-
iour of drivers is always a cause 
of concern for the Board of Man-
agement, as well as  parents. 
 

We encourage our pupils to 
walk, cycle or scoot to school - 
so, drivers, please show consid-
eration for the many young chil-
dren on the footpaths, 
and crossing the road.   
 
 

 
 
 

 

Parents!  
 

PLEASE, PLEASE ensure that 
the person bringing your  child
(ren) to/from school takes ex-
tra care to keep all  our chil-
dren safe.  

Tá An Fómhair linn anois, agus tá an aimsir 
go hálainn! Ag an am seo den bhlian, 

nach maith leat a bheith  ag rith, ag 
léim agus ag sugradh sna duilleoga 
le na páistí?   
 

Beidh Oíche Shamhna linn go 
luath, agus beidh sceitimíní ar an 
cuid is mó de na páistí le spórt 
séasurach! Bainígí taithneamh as 
- páistí agus tuismitheoirí! 
  
We are enjoying a most glorious autumn here at 
school as sunny skies, clear fresh air, 
and gorgeous fallen leaves have helped 
to make autumn in our lovely school 
playground really special.   

 
Having been awarded our third Green Flag last 

term, work continues in the develop-
ment of our playground with colourful 
new markings on the ôhard areasô, on-
going excellent maintenance by Nel-
son and Pat, seasonal work on the 

garden (thank you, Janice!) and class-based allot-
ments thriving at the back of the school (→ link) . 

We are fortunate to have a state -of -the 

art ICT facility @ St Patrickõs NS.  For those 

who donõt already know, this includes 

an interactive whiteboard and 2 PCs in 

each of the 8 classrooms and 3 SET 

classrooms; a laptop computer for each teacher; a 

computerised library system (including lending fa-

cility); and a dedicated computer room with 32 

networked PCs, teacherõs PC and interactive 

whiteboard - as well as our school web site.  
 

With this resource comes a considerable 

amount of responsibility regarding main-

tenance, training, planning for future 

development, etc, This is overseen by 

Mary Murtagh as ICT co -ordinator, and 

she has recently been joined by a team of parents 

and teachers with particular expertise and/or inter-

est in this area, who have each taken an active 

role in  helping with various elements of this area.  
 

The web site is updated regularly, with 

news, general information, examples of 

childrenõs work, etc.  Throughout this 

newsletter, you will notice a symbol (→ 

link).  This means that there is further infor-

mation available on the main school 

web site, if you wish to visit it.  More ideas are al-

ways welcome, so please e -mail suggestions to us.  

ICT @ St Patrickõs... 

 School Traffic Warden  



Green Schoolõs report 
This year the Department of Education and Skills 
(DES) has designated one day for in-school profes-
sional development and in-service train-
ing during the current school year.  The 
school will be closed on that day.    
The date for our school has not been 
decided yet.  However, as soon as this 
information is known, we will give parents the maxi-
mum possible notice of the closure.  
 

As always, the teachers are also in-
volved in on-going internal curricular 
and school development planning, as 
well as continually participating in 
professional development. 
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Curriculum/Planning news  

NUACHTLITIR 

Book Fair 2010 
  

St Patrickôs NS Book Fair 2010 

was held during October.   

There was a fantastic selection of 

books on display to address all inter-

ests, with a particular focus on the 

many books available that have õpartyõ 

theme within them.  

This theme was represented in 

many very imaginative ways, includ-

ing art work, 3 -D model making, 

stories and book reviews.  Thanks 

to Scholastic Books, there were 

prizes for all pupils throughout the 

school - including popular stationery, posters, 

etc.  A special feature was a superb drama writ-

ten, and performed for the whole school, by 3 

Sixth Class pupils (H Douglas, S Glover & A 

Tarter), ably assisted by H Hession.  
 

It was a busy week, and book sales totalled 

û2587.60, for which the school will 

now receive book tokens to the value 

of û1552.56!!  A REALLY big ôTHANK 

YOUõ to all who helped and supported 

the fair, with special thanks to Ms 

McCrodden who organised the event.  

Elections were recently held for pupil members of 
the Green School committee .   
 

We are happy to announce the following winners:  
Sixth Class: Joshua Miller; Sarah Lawless; 

  Ivan Wood. 

Fifth Class:  Louis Lambert; Jenny Scott;  

  Simon Phillips.  

Fourth Class: Ellen Murray; Joshua Koornneef;  

  Caoimhe Caffrey.  

Third Class: Ella OõMahony; Abbie Tyrrell 

  James Tooby 
 

There was such an overwhelming interest this 
year, pupil elections may be held again in the 
Spring term to allow for a rotating committee.  
 

As far as parent committee members 
are concerned, we are always looking 
for candidates - who are automatically 
elected when they volunteer!  

 
The garden committee is crying out for new mem-
bers!   There is lots of pre -winter clearing to be 
done...  
 
Now that we have our third flag, we have to 
keep it!   
 

Previous themes have been: 
 Litter and waste management  
 Energy 
 Water  
 
Our NEW theme (for the fourth cy-
cle of the programme) is TRAVEL.  
We will be looking at alternative of 
coming to and from school.   
 

Already the new committee 
have met with Mr Ally Menary, 
the Green School co-ordinator 
for Travel with An Taisce, and 
he has carried out a survey on 
this subject with in the school.  

      

 
Thank you to Ms Sheil, for all her work in this area .  



St Patrick's NS/Rutland NS  
St Patrick’s NS and Rutland NS (formerly Rut-
land Street NS) first twinned in 1999, 11 years 
ago.  This logo was designed by our pupils as 
part of a project during that time.  
 

Over the years, we have had very active periods with 
numerous collaborative projects, and also times when 
each of our schools were distracted by development and 
building work that resulted in long periods with little 
pupil contact.  We also had a change of principal in Rut-
land NS, when Eileen Adams retired after many years at 
the helm, and was succeeded by Darina Burke who faced 
the challenge of managing the dramatic move to the 
school’s new state-of-the-art building off Sean McDer-
mott Street. 
 

A number of parents have joined our twinning commit-
tee this term, so teachers and parent repre-
sentatives from both schools plan to meet in 
the near future to review and evaluate past 
collaborative projects, and to plan for this 
academic year.   
 

Our joint Christmas party has not missed a beat in 11 
years, and this year’s visit is planned for Tuesday 
14 December, when we hope that children from 
Rutland NS will come to see our VI Class play, 

and join class-based parties throughout the school.  - 
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One of the great aspects of our school’s programme is 
the wide range of extra-curricular activities (→ link) . 

 
Options include: 
 After-school Kids Club 
 Arts and Crafts 
 Chess 
 Irish dancing 
 Playball 
 Short tennis 
 Speech and drama 

 
As well as options that are privately 
run, a number of sports-based activities are gen-
erously and energetically organised by PTA vol-
unteers (→ link).    

 
These options include: 
 Athletics 
 Football 
 Golf 
 Hockey 
 Tennis 
 

School twinning update   

School   timetable/holidaysé 
 

08.25  school open 
08.45  classes begin 
10.20 ï 10.30 short break 
12.00 ï 12.30 lunch break 
13.05  infants go home 
14.05  I ï VI go home 
   

Every family should have re-
ceived a school calendar for this 
year (→ link) . 

The school must be informed  in 

writing of all absences during the 

year.  Please try to 

arrange family 

holidays so that 

children do not 

miss school.     

Emergencies é? 
 

 Do we have up-to-date informa-

tion regarding your child? 

 Have you changed address? 

 Do you have new or additional 
contact numbers (including mo-
bile phone numbers)? 

 Is there any recent medical/other 

information regarding your child 

which might be helpful to us? 
 

If you are unsure 

about any of the 

above, please check 

with Pauline at the 

school office. 

School lunché 
 

Healthy eating habits started in 
childhood will stay with your chil-
dren forever and influence their 
chances of a healthier life.  
schoolôs healthy lunch policy.   
Department of Health and Children 
 

Our school has a 

healthy lunch policy.  

Please remember, 

lunches can be healthy and 

delicious! 

 Ad v i c e / s ug g e s t i o n 

booklets on school 

lunches are avail-

able from the 

school office. 

A few reminders ... 

Extra-curricular activities  
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Good home:school links are an important element 
in supporting each child through his/her educa-

tion.  Our school is greatly enhanced by a strong 

and vibrant PTA, which offers a wide range of 
ways in which parents can become involved with 

school life - hopefully finding this enjoyable and 
rewarding at the same time.  There are LOTS of 

ways that parents can really help - so please have 
a look, and see where you might like to join in.  
 

One way is through our numerous committees, all 

of which involve enthusiastic people who do so 
much to support us in different ways. - and this is 

an opportunity to say a big óThank youô! to them.  
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Operation Christmas Child 
On Wednesday 13 October, a former parent at 
our school, Linda Barrington, launched our 
Operation Christmas Child 2010 .   
 

It is hoped that children throughout the school 
will cover shoe boxes and fill them 
with special gifts for children who 
have suffered as a result of war, 
natural disaster, poverty, neglect or 
illness.  Our special boxes will be 
collected in early November. 
 

Our school is pleased to have been be in-
volved in this project since 1999, and many 
consider it to be a most worthwhile project. 

School and wider community projects  

St Patrickôs National School was recently the 
venue for the annual Parish Fair. This year a 
significant percentage of the money raised will 
be donated to the Wicklow Hospice move-
ment, an important project in this area. 

Thank you to all the children (and 
their parents) who helped with baking 
for the cake stall - a great success, 
as always!   

 

Thanks also to all who heped with our school 
stall (a wine tombola) - to those who donated, 
helped man the stall on the day (led by Terry 
Brock), and to those who took their chancesé  
We raised a great total of ú620! 

 Parish Fair   

School community 

Can it be over a year since we welcomed Revd David 

Mungavin as our new Rector, member of the Board of 

Management, and Chairperson of the PTA?  Time cer-

tainly flies when youôre having fun ï so we hope that 

it had flown for you too, David!  
 

As reported at the recent PTA Annual General Meet-

ing, our school continues to be full of 

enthusiastic pupils and teachers who 

work on the ongoing educational  pro-

gramme, supported by an energetic 

team of parents.   
 

The schoolôs vibrancy is reflected throughout every 

aspect of its life, with ongoing activities supporting 

and enhancing the educational pro-

gramme for all age-groups.  These in-

clude the wonderful buddying system that 

has been in practice between classes in 

recent years, encouraging pupils to meet and develop 

relationships with children from other classes in the 

school.  This yearôs buddy links are: 

Junior infants - Sixth Class  

Senior Infants - Fifth Class  

First Class - Second Class 

Third Class - Fourth Class 

Home:school links - our PTA 
Current groups working away busily include:   
 Green School committee **  

 ICT support (new in 2010)  

 Library support **  

 PTA committee (recently elected at AGM) 

 PTA Ball committee 

 PTA Class liaison reps  

 PTA Disco committee  

 PTA Golf Classic committee 

 PTA Sports team 

 School twinning committee 

 300 CLUB co-ordinators 
 

**  NOTE - new parent helpers needed, please! 
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 St Patrickõs Masquerade Ball

 Greystones Golf Club  Saturday 1 3 November 2010 at 8.00pm 
 û60 per person 

 
 

Special feature:  
íȉ±± |ȉ"ʞ ʞĜȺĊ " lĊ"Ɩl± Ⱥƶ ʞĜƖ ̂ƌ±±Ⱥ ̑ ôȉ±±Ⱥ 

ŝ°{ʝ!Ȉ{̃˱˱˱
 

 
 Excellent auction  

 For reservations, contact  PTA class reps 
 

NOTICEBOARD 

CHRISTMAS CRACKERS! a concert for all the family  
in  St Patrickõs NS (GP hall)

 
on Friday 17 December 2010 

Join Bray Concert Band , St Patrickõs NS pupils
, Serendipity , and  

St Patrickõs Childrenõs Choir
 for an evening of favourite tunes for all ages, 

including Jungle Book, Grease, etc; a little Barbershop and seasonal delights.  

 

TICKETS available from school office or e-mail sntptk.ias@eircom.net. 
!ÄÕÌÔÓ ȡ Ώή          #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȡ ΏΫ          &ÁÍÉÌÙ ÒÁÔÅ ɉØΪ ÔÉÃËÅÔÓɊȡ ΏΨΦ 

 


